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AL KAMANDJATI Festival

A MUSICAL JOURNEY THROUGH THE WORLD TRADITIONS,
FROM THE SACRED LAND OF PALESTINE TO ITS HEART, JERUSALEM

STEP 1
North / 5 - 11 April from Nablus to Jenin
As part of the 2" Nablus Festival for Culture and Arts

STEP 2
South / 13 - 16 April from Al Khalil “Hebron” to Al Dahriya
Celebrating Al Khalil “Hebron” Awarded World Craft City 2016

STEP 3

Jerusalem / 18 - 23 April from Gaza to Jerusalem
Towards Bethlehem, Arab Capital of Culture 2020
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This 1t edition will travel from the North to the South of Palestine for almost a month,
passing by cities, villages and refugee camps.

After Nablus, Sabastya, Jenin, Arrabah, Burkin, Al Khalil “Hebron”, Al Dahriya, Rashayda,
Bethlehem, Ramallah, Gaza, Jericho, the thrilling Jerusalem will be the occasion for a
tremendous insight in both its contemporary issues and its incredibly rich legacy.

More than 120 activities will take place in heritage sites: concerts, children shows, film
screenings, workshops, lectures, exhibitions and alternative guided tours.

Guests from Europe, Africa, Central Asia, India and Palestine will be highlighting traditional

and sacred music ... Music, this marvellous universal language, would have to be a source
of connection!

TRAVEL DIARY
Al Kamandjati’s story
The artistic director’s vision
The performing artists
From the Arab World
From Palestine
From Egypt
From Morocco
From Africa
From Azerbaijan
From Turkey
From India
From Europe
The original performances
Beyond music!
The Program
Discover the Palestinian heritage
The Festival Team

Booking & Info
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P17
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P27
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AL KAMANDJATI’'S STORY

15 YEARS OF ACTIVISM

Ramzi Aburedwan grew up in Al Amari Camp near Ramallah. He had
a chance to receive a musical education at the Conservatory of Angers
(France). Willing to share his experience, the viola player, composer
and educator decided to initiate a cultural movement in his homeland.

He founded Al Kamandjati (“the violinist”) in 2002 with other young
activists. The non-profit organisation’s goal is simple: to increase ac-
cess to music for Palestinians, and especially children.

Al Kamandjati today is linked to hundreds of resourceful persons, pro-
fessional musicians, teachers, local and international institutions ...
who also think that music is a key to empowerment!

REACH OUT CHILDREN

By now Al Kamandjati's educational program has reached its cruising
speed: 2000 children learn music in 8 Palestinian and Lebanese locali-
ties including refugee camps and marginalised zones.

Music is an outlet for self-expression and enables them to identify
their own resources and creativity, to build their independence and
celebrate life.

UNITE THROUGH CULTURE

Transmission lies in the heart of Al Kamandjati's actions. Musical tours
and researches, as well as cultural activities are being implemented in
close contact with the Palestinian society throughout the year. They
are also an opportunity to bring together local operators, municipali-
ties, and institutions.

By ensuring access to culture, which is often put aside in such a
context, Al Kamandjati endeavours to “provide a breath to the
Palestinians” who live under occupation. It also raises general aware-
ness about the common legacy and awakes “the power of remember-
ing who we are and where we come from".

The Palestinian identity eagerly needs a support for resilience.

THE FESTIVAL AS A NEW STEP

Al Kamandjati keeps fighting to pass on knowledge, to instil hope, to
value heritage, to generate intercultural encounters and above all to
contribute to the common future.

Al Kamandjati Festival is framed within this approach. Far from enter-
tainment, it seeks an art of living together.

That's why we have invited artists from around the World who carry a
spiritual legacy. They will be joined by Palestinian artists reflecting the
diversity and the richness of our Sacred land.

We want to share a momentus beyond borders and boundaries.
We want it to be a platform for exploring oral traditions and heritage.
We want it to open our minds and hearts.

Join and spread the word!




A WORD FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

“Palestine, sacred land of the prophets, is the most important witness
to the march of time of humanity across the centuries.

Although constantly threatened by a daily confrontation of concrete,
the ancient stones of its villages still give echo to a biblical setting that
draws you to take up your pilgrim’s staff and walk through the history
of its peoples, seeing them as they were in the past: “visionaries of our
future”.

This musical journey imagined by Al Kamandjati, is the discovery of a
local region and its traditions. Through a nomadic and initiatory route
from city to village with its musical magams (in the Sufi sense of the
term), a country and its inhabitants open themselves to the gaze and
listening of the traveller. And for the Palestinians themselves, to whom
this festival is dedicated, it is an opportunity to taste the universality of
human inspiration.

All along the journey, an efflorescence of encounters will come to life
between oneself and another, here and there thanks to the gathering
together of around a hundred musicians, singers, dancers, magicians
and scholars.

Follow the stars of a far off sky and merge with the incessant turning of
the Gypsy dancer of Rajasthan or the celestial dance of the dervishes.

Connect with the harsh and passionate Bedouin poetry, which across
thousands of centuries has known better than any other the incandes-
cent beauty of the celestial vault.

Immerse oneself within the rural world, at the origin of the popular
and widespread culture of Said, born on the banks of the Nile — the
same where the future prophet Moussa (Moses), when he was but a
newborn baby in a basket of reeds carried along at whim by this great
river, was gathered by the Pharaoh’s daughter.

Let yourself be carried along by the resonances of an Indian flute or
Andalusian voice rising within the heights of the domes of these great
churches and mosques in Jerusalem.

This is what our festival proposes, where one can constantly hear in the
distance, despite the harshness of the world, the strings of the violinist
children of Al Kamandijati, a symbol of another future.”

Alain Weber




+ PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES
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AHBAB AL MUSTAFA ENSEMBLE | A Story of Faith

Founded ten years ago in Nablus, the
i ensemble is devoted to religious Sufi

singing. It aims to document the legacy
| which is nearing extinction, and revive
the stunning voices who traditionally
perform the unified athan in the city. It
mainly performs the Damascene Nabulsi
style which is characterized by the spiritual bonds and historical links
between Damascus and Nablus.

Keen to share its knowledge, Ahbab Al Mustafa gathers ten muezzins
willing to save the Shami heritage and dreaming to travel the world.

Performances in

NABLUS, SABASTYA. SABASTYA, AL KHALIL “HEBRON",
BANI NAIM, JERICHO, JERUSALEM

AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE |

“The Great Musician”, a musical story for children
Danielle Williams & Muntaser Jibrini, co-direction

“The Great Musician” uses music and dia-
logue to tell the story of a young Palestin-
ian woman named Amal who dreams of
becoming a musician. Though many peo-
ple, including her family and friends, dis-
parage her from pursuing her goal, Amal
perseveres ...

This interactive children’s show will be touring in seven Palestinian cities
and villages. It will be performed in primary schools by talented musi-
cians from Al Kamandjati School and a master storyteller. A chance for
the young audience to experience an exciting adventure, to interact
with musicians and their instruments up close, and to participate in fun
musical activities!

« A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN!
Performances in

KAFR RUMMAN, SABASTYA, NABLUS, BURKIN, AL KHALIL
“HEBRON”, DURA AL KHALIL “HEBRON”, JERUSALEM

AL KAMANDJATI PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE |

The Art of Igat

Founded at the beginning of this year
for the occasion of the Al Kamandja-
ti Festival, the band brings together
students and teachers of the organisa-
tion. It presents a mix of Western and
Eastern diverse rhythms to create new i
flavoured harmonies and contempo- &8
rary artworks.

Performance in
SABASTYA, AL KHALIL “HEBRON”




AL SAMER ENSEMBLE | Bedouin folk tradition

y Al Kamandjati Festival brings to-
I*  gether four musicians and singers

® who stand as witnesses of the
Bedouin lifestyle connected to
Nature: Omar Sawafta (shahabah
and alergol players), Ahmad Amer
(singer), Yusef Ibrahlm Sawafta (poet of the Northern Jordan Valley
Zajjal), and Imad Dar Khalil, a popular artist.

El Samer ensemble offers a mix of folk music, including the art of fil-
stianh samer, al haddah, al badawyat and al dehieh. It seeks to doc-
ument the musical heritage of Palestine and transmit it to the next
generations.

Performances in
NABLUS, AL KHALIL “HEBRON", YATTA, RAMALLAH, JERUSALEM

AMWAJ CHILDREN CHOIR | Waves of all traditions
With Lara Jamal and Mathilde Vittu, Choir conductors

Founded in 2015 in Hebron and Beth-
lehem, Amwaj (the Arabic name for
“waves") is a school choir that offers
varied activities involving choral singing,
voice training, foreign languages, music
theory, conducting, introduction to piano
and percussions, theatre and more. To-
day more than 60 kids from 7 to 16 years old benefit from an intensive
training after school. Taught by an international team of professional
musicians, the repertoire mixes Arabic traditional, Western classical
music and World Music.

Performances in
AL KHALIL “HEBRON", JERICHO

DIWAN ENSEMBLE | Sacred & Sufi songs

Diwan was created to reflect the new hori-
zons set by Al Kamandijati Festival. Its out- |
look has expanded to combine elements
of Oriental and Sufi music in a fusion of
different cultural influences, through a
perfect harmonization of instruments and
sacred Sufi chants.

Performances in
NABLUS, SABASTYA, AL KHALIL “HEBRON"”, RASHAYDA
BANI NAIM, JERICHO, JERUSALEM

MUNTHER ALRAEE | A Voice to the Sky

Munther Alraee is a Palestinian singer
from Al Aroub refugee camp. He has par-
ticipated to many festivals and musical
performances for singing Sufi and spiri-
tual songs. He is also part of Al Manara
ensemble that combines Palestinian and
European musicians. He is an active
member of the Diwan ensemble and loy-
al supporter of Al Kamandjati Festival.

Performances in
NABLUS, RASHAYDA

GAZA SUFI ENSEMBLE | Rooted encounters
Consisting of Ismael Daoud (oud), Anas
al-Najjar (Qanun), Abdel Monem Abbas
(violin), Osama Jahjouh (nay), Khamis Abu
Shahban (bass) and percussionists Sameh
and lyad Abulaila, with a singing partici-
pation from Nader Hamodeh, Abdel Majid




Erigat, Yousef Abu Nemeh, this ensemble was founded this year on the
occasion of the Festival for celebrating spiritual music in its traditional
sense. It will unveil Eastern ancient tunes, praises and Sufi litanies. In
addition the members will perform folk and Bedouin music along the
side of Al Shaweesh Ensemble from the Gaza Strip.

Performances in
GAZA CITY, KHAN YOUNIS

TRIO SHAGHAF | A Spiritual Inspiration
e e AL p Founded in 2013, Trio Shaghaf is composed
' i~ & of Louay Bal'awi (oud), Adham khamayseh
\ Bl (qanun) and Mohammad Khamaiseh (nay), all
Li from Jenin. They compose and play their own
music, which is of a spiritual and improvisa-
tional nature. Trio Shaghaf aspires to reach
the depths and souls of listeners through their music - music which is
filled in turn with joy and sadness. The trio will be accompanied during
the festival by Ibrahim Froukh on percussion.

Performances in
NABLUS

TAHER BAKEER |

Hakawati: the ancient Arab art of storytelling
J i ‘ } L In Arabic Culture a hakawati is a person known
[ BiE

for his/her talent in storytelling. Everyone would sit
round and eagerly listen to him/her ... By releasing
meaningful spontaneous narratives, the hakawati
supports universal wisdom.

Taher Bakeer is a writer, a theater director and a
traditional storyteller who took part to many inter-
national festivals around the world.

Performances in

SABASTYA, AL KHALIL “HEBRON"

THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE
with

THE SUFI TANURAH DANCER

THE MIZMAR BALADI TRADITION
THE MAGICIAN MOHAMED DAHY

With their invigorating spontaneity, the Saidi musicians are the time-
less representatives of the mythical Nile river. They are inheritors of the
oral tradition, experts in the rababah, the fiddle made with horsehair,
coconut and fish skin. They know how to tell the tale, with a flurry of
trills, of the marvels of a star-studded night or more generally, of daily
life through simple poetry rich in innuendo: one goes to the ‘market of
love’, the train symbolises distance, and sugar cane, sweetness.
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Mohamed Mourad, patriarch of the Musicians of the Nile is joining
the festival with his family and friends to share the jovial stick dance
(Raks Al-Tahtib). The teenager Bastud will be performing the tanurah
dance. During his ecstatic turning, he removes multi-coloured layers of
clothing like the four seasons and stretches his arms to symbolise the
meeting of the elements with reference to the Mevlevi tradition. Rays
Qenawy Bakhit and Ramadan Atta are the kings of the mizmar, a pow-
erful double reeded clarinet being played during festive occasions, at
marriages, and in religious and ritual contexts. And last, but not least,
children will love the performances by the illusionist Mohammed Dahy!

+

FILM “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE"

by Aurelie Chauleur
France — 2013 - 46 min. — Language: English/Arabic

Through the eyes of the children, this doc-
umentary depicts a special journey in the
heart of the traditional life of Mohamed Mu-
rad. Master of the rababah, he reigns over
70 members of the Matagil clan - the largest
family of musicians in Upper Egypt! On foot,
on horseback or by felucca, the young char-
acters of the film share their daily life: the
street, the suburb, the banks of the Nile and the traditional festivals.

~f A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES!
Performances & screenings in
NABLUS, SABASTYA, JENIN, ARRABAH, AL KHALIL “HEBRON", AL

DAHRIYA, RASHAYDA, DURA AL KHALIL “HEBRON", RAMALLAH,
BETHLEHEM, JERUSALEM, JERICHO

ZAINAB AFAILAL & MOHAMED AMIN EL AKRAMI

The Andalucian tradition from Maghreb to Palestine
The origin of Andalusian music s i
takes us south of Spain, where the b | i
presence of Muslims was flourish-
ing from the 8th to the 15th cen-
tury. It is attributed to Ziryab ('Jay-
Bird’), a freed slave and a genius
who travelled from Baghdad to the
Umayyad court of Cordoba, who
suggested a system of 24 modes,
each one corresponding to a time
of day or of the night, naturally inspired by
an emotion related to the moment or the
season.

Zainab Afailal is one of the few young singers
to carry this legacy. Originally from Tetouan
where she took on academic studies, she fits
into a strong approach, both romantic and
historic.

Raised by a father passionate about madih
and samaa, Mohamed Amin El Akrami stud-
ied in the Tetouan Music Conservatory and
became its director. He is an experienced or-
chestra conductor and a respected oud and
violin player.

Performances in

NABLUS, JERUSALEM




SHEIKH YAHYA HUSSEIN | Legendary voice of Tanzania
With Haruna Omary Lisu, vocals

Bilad az-Zanj (‘the land of the Blacks')
is the name Arab travelers and geog-
raphers of the 10th century gave to
the Swahili town states of the East
African Coast where the natural in-
gredients from the region merge with
millenary traditions and knowledge
from the East.

Sheikh Yahia's gasidas are either in Arabic or Swahili and topically
praise God and Muhammad, describe the duties of Muslims, relate
knowledge of heaven and hell, and celebrate life. Rooted into the tra-
dition with a fanciful African touch, his deep voice conveys light and
immense joy.

Performances in

NABLUS, SABASTYA, AL KHALIL “HEBRON",
NAIM

BALLAKE SISSOKO |
The kora- harp of the Mandinka Kingdom — Mali

Ballaké explores the gentle and sensitive
sound of the Mandinka lute-bridge-harp
which is said to be born from a female
spirit living in the sacred caves of the
ancient land of Gambia. Stolen by the
Emperor Soundiata Keita’s General, the
21-stringed instrument reached the Djeli-
mady clan in charge of spreading the leg-
endary stories of the royal court. Since the 12th century, the kora has

RASHAYDA, BANI

been handed down from a generation of djeli (bard or griot) to another.

In Ballaké’s hands, the kora awakens a rainbow of emations and touch-
es the deepest, forgotten part of our soul where childhood lies sleep-
ing. A tremendous honor to host this worldly-known artist!

Performances in
JERICHO, JERUSALEM

KAMILA NABIYEVA |

The flourishing Mugham tradition

With Maestros Alakbar Alakbarov, tar lute & Elshan Mansurov, kaman-
cha fiddle

The aura of the classical music of Azerbaijan,
has no borders due to its endless creativity
over time. Compared to “a suite-rhapsody
with a symphonic character”, this complex
art form weds secular poetry and musical
improvisation in specific modes (similar to
magams).

At the age of 12, the young and talented
Kamila Nabiyeva won first prize of a national
contest for children and since then music is
her destiny. While studying nowadays at the
Conservatory of Arts in Baku, she performs
all over Azerbaijan, especially for TV shows.

Performances in
ARRABAH, AL KHALIL “HEBRON", JERUSALEM, NABLUS, JERICHO

11
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THE WHIRLING DANCERS OF ISTANBUL |
The Mystical Dance of Djalal-ud-Din RGmf

M. Hadi Duran, tambur & conductor / Dursun Sahin, vocal / Bekir Sahin
Baloglu, oud / Hiseyin Avni Ozaydin, ney / Semih Ozdemir, violin / Er-
can Poyraz, percussion / Reha Ermumcu, kanun

For a number of tarigas, spiritual listening (a/-samad) and ritual dance
(al-hadra) produce ecstatic phenomena (hal). Samaa is a dhikr prac-
ticed by the Ottoman Mevlevis, the Arab Mawlawiyya and numerous
Sufi brotherhoods across the East. It teaches the remembrance of Allah
in every spin because of His boundlessness.

As a soloist, a muezzin at the Blue Mosque of Istanbul and a researcher
in the field of Ottoman Sufi music, M. Hadi Duran presents the most
sought-after musical scores illustrating this divine love.

During his cosmic incantation, the whirling dervish, his arms out-
stretched with the right hand open to heaven and the left directed to
earth, is a channel of divine grace.

Performances in

JERUSALEM

JOGI | Gipsy music & dance of the snake charmers

from the Rajasthani desert

Rajasthan (North West India) is the dazzling “land
of the Princes” from which the Gipsy people in ¥ 5 st sn o
the East and in Europe originate. There was an '
ancient time when hundreds of creative commu-
nities hit the road after the fall of their kingdoms.

Suwa Devi and her daughter Malika come from
the nomadic caste of the Jogi. By the mere rus-
tle of a fabric or the only moving of a foot, their &
dance announces the fate of the gipsy woman &
doomed to whirl like the god Shiva carried away
by his cosmic wandering. Being part of the clan of
the snake charmers, they imitate the cobra through a seductive dance.
Their shrill voices melt in unison with the continuous sound of the pun-
gi, a double clarinet made of a dried gourd.

« A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Performances in

NABLUS, ASKAR OLD CAMP, ARRABAH, YATTA, DURA AL KHALIL
“HEBRON", JERICHO, JERUSALEM

RISHAB PRASANNA |

The mystical sound of the Bansuri flute

With Julien di Maiolo, tabla drum — disciple of
legendary maestro Anindo Chatterjee

The philosophers of ancient India say how excellently
the bamboo flute expresses the union between na-
ture and the divine. The image of the Lord Krishna
charming the young Gopi shepherdesses with his
sensuous melodies emphasises this image of a visible




world that urges everyone of feeling towards contemplation, opening
the doors to the divine.

Son and disciple of the flute and shehnai (oboe) maestro Rajendra
Prasanna, Rishab has been initiated to Hindustani classical music since
an early age. He has been performing on prestigious stages in India
and over the world.

Performances in

AL DAHRIYA, RASHAYDA, DURA AL KHALIL “HEBRON", JERICHO,
JERUSALEM

JAWLA PROJECT |
A Brass Band & a Choir
from Belgium/France

Jawla, which means “tour” in Ara-
bic, was born from a broad and im-
probable coalition of music lovers,
musicians and singers. The project

y brings together the Circonvoluted
Brass Band and the One Coffee, two, three Songs Choir.

THE CIRCONVOLUTED BRASS BAND
With Eloi Baudimont, musical direction, composition

“40 musicians get maried !” They are women and men, teachers, stu-
dents, unemployed, artists, officials and retired people, all united by a
desire to ‘consume music’ together! Mixing accordions, violins, woods,
brass, saxophones and drums, the band presents a program weaving
a hint of Bach, a good amount of old jazz standards, and even some
traditionals from here and there. Driven by its groove, we dance, we
cry, we laugh!

13

ONE COFFEE, TWO, THREE SONGS CHOIR
With Patrick Joniaux, musical direction

Thanks to the musical arrangements of the choir master Patrick Joniaux
and the guitar player Jean-Claude Coulon, 35 singers from all walks of
life revisit a repertoire of well known or less known French songs ... but
always perfumed with Belgian humor and good mood!

Performances in

BURKIN, AL ARRUB CAMP, AL DAHRIYA, RASHAYDA, AL KHALIL
“HEBRON"

VATTERN COLLEGE CHOIR |

Northern Voices — Sweden

With Ove Gotting, conductor / Gittan Glans, piano / Johan Henning-
son, flute and saxophone / Andreas Glans, bass

The 38 young singers of the Vattern
College Choir come from the little city
of Jénkoping and its Vattern Lake. All
of them have chosen to study music
at Sodra Vatterbygdens Folkhdgskola
(SVF), one of the 150 schools
known as “folkhogskola” — a typical
Scandinavian form of education over one century oId

The well-known choir is used to record a new album every year and
sails a fine line between Swedish folk music, Madrigals, Sacred choir
repertoire exploring contemporary pop and jazz. Along their tour with
us, it will unveil some 20th-century composers like E.H. Thiman or K.
Nystedt and an excerpt of the outstanding Carmina Burana by Carl
Orff.

Performances in
JERICHO, QALANDIA, JERUSALEM
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ORIGINAL PERFORMANCES

BADAWI | A Tribute to the Bedouin poetry & music

With Ramadan Hassan Shaer & Rays Mobarak from Luxor,

Al Samer Ensemble...

Poetry, contemplation and ascetism were born in

' the desert and gave rise to the monotheistic reli-

* gions, where the multitude of the sand grains is

l equal to the stars in the sky.

|: The Arab civilization takes roots in the pastoral

% and nomadic life that blossomed in the heart of

the Nile Valley and in the mountains of the Alge-

f rian Aures.

g This performance will be a great evocation of a
tradition that fades over time as the sand erases

traces of the past. From the Palestinian zajal to the Sirat El Hilali epic,

from Majnin and Layla to the verses of these founding women that

are Khansa’ or Rabia al Adawiyya, we will cross landscapes of infinity.

Performance in

RAMALLAH

SANGEET YATRA | Gipsy poets, musicians,

dancers, entertainers from India to Egypt

With

Jogi Ensemble / Suva and Malika Devi, kal-
belya dance (Rajasthan)

Rais Mubarak / Rais Muhammud Murad,
rababab / Ramadan Atta, arghul / Al Ham
Mohammed Murad, vocals (Egypt)

Featuring: Al Samer Ensemble

“The good Persian King Bahram Djar, moved by the complaints of his
most destitute subjects who demanded music to party like the rich peo-
ple, obtained from his father-in-law, King Shankal of Kanauj living in the
upper valley of the Ganges, twelve thousand musicians. When they ar-
rived, King Bahram ordered them to live by cultivating the land: a donkey,
an ox, and a thousand loads of corn for each. But a year later, he saw
them reappear completely hungry: they had simply eaten their oxen and
their grains. Irritated, the sovereign advised them to put silk ropes on
their instruments, jump on their donkeys, and go to live on their music ...”

Here starts the legend of Gipsy musicians, coming from Western India
and travelling to Middle East under different names: Ghajar, Halab,
Nawar, Djamassi, Bahlawanat, Masalib ...

Performances in
YATTA, JERUSALEM

BEYOND MUSIC!

SHEHADA SHALALDA | Making musical instruments

Al Kamandjati provides support for the
preservation of Palestinian heritage includ-
ing the art of making musical instruments.
Member of the association, Shehada holds a
diploma in industry and restoration of strings
instruments from the University of (Newark
College) in Great Britain and a certificate in
the work Vernish for machines from Italy and France. He supervises
a local workshop of manufacturing strings instruments in Ramallah.
For the festival, he proposes to teach the children how to make wood
percussions.

« A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN Workshops in
AL KHALIL “HEBRON"”, AL DAHRIYA, JERICHO




“LATCHO DROM" by Tony Gatlif
France — 1992 - 1h43

This cult film tells in music the history of the
Rom people from India to Spain across the
Arab world, Turkey and Eastern Europe. Poet-
ic, nomadic and timeless Latcho Drom which
means “Have a nice trip” in romani language
remains unique in its style and cinematic ap-
proach. A real tribute to traditional music!

Featuring Suwa Devi (see p. 12) and The Musicians of the Nile (see p. 9)
Screenings in

SABASTYA,
“HEBRON"

“JUST PLAY" by Dimitri Chimenti
ltaly — 2012 — 58 min. — Language: Arabic

u A group of men and women work with Al
. Kamandjati organisation to turn music into
a means of freedom and liberation. A docu-
mentary film that sidesteps politics to make a
powerful case for human dignity and art.

Winner: Best medium-length Film, Child and
Family Award, Al Jazeera International Documentary Film Festival,
Doha, Qatar, 2014

Screening in

GAZA

JENIN, RAMALLAH, JERUSALEM, AL KHALIL

PALESTINIAN VILLAGES BEFORE 1948 |

From the collection of Dominicans of the French
Biblical Institute of Jerusalem
Thanks to Mr. Jean-Michel de Tarragon

The ancient photographs presented within the context of Al Kamand-
jati Festival come from a private collection started during the Ottoman
Period at the end of the 19t century by French researchers who came
to Jerusalem to study archaeology and the Book of Saints. The collec-
tion today is composed of 25.000 photographs.

This first exhibition offers illustrations of Palestine highlighting the
balance of the former village life, the beautiful nature and the fields
across the hills and plains — a peaceful and harmonious environment
that belongs to a recent past whose nostalgic memory rings proud for
the Palestinian people.

Exhibition in

NABLUS, AL KHALIL “HEBRON", JERUSALEM
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YOUSSEF SEDDIK | Philosopher and anthropologist

- Tunisia

Graduated in Philosophy and in French litera-
ture and civilization, Youssef Seddik specializ-
es in Ancient Greece and the anthropology of
the Qu'ran. The university professor used to
be also a reporter of the Tunisian newspaper
“La Presse”.

Seddik has published many books and translations based on Ancient
Greece and Islamic heritage, including works related to the Prophet
Muhammad, Imam Ali and the Qu'ran. He has also directed documen-
taries including a series of five episodes on Muhammad.

“CULTURE, RELIGION, WHAT COMES FIRST?" | NABLUS

Seddik questions the unavoidable necessity to find accordance be-
tween one’s daily life (struggle to live and survive, natural disasters,
death, etc.) and the need of reassuring oneself, of finding a relevant
way to hope, resigning or dreaming of a better life ...

“THE SACRED IN PAGANISM AND MONOTHEISM” | JENIN

The Sacred is usually defined by a precise location: the temple or the
sanctuary. From this landmark considered the house of gods or of one
unique God we observe regular practices in a determined schedule
forming the ritual, which we call the cult. The lecturer will highlight
this crucial turn in monotheism in its Islamic form when temples and
clergy are abolished and the notion of Sacred is erased giving space to
Al-Hardm, the forbidden or taboo.

“THE ART AND THE SACRED" | BIRZEIT

Amongst the three forms of monotheism, Christianity offered an un-
limited development to the figurative art. When Judaism and Islam re-
fused illustrations, the Passion of the Christ and his crucifixion (which
Islam denies) allowed until today the fusion between the Sacred and
the arts on all its forms through the ages.

“THE POEM AND THE SACRED" | RAMALLAH

Seddik talks about the thin line between the Sacred and poetry from
Plato to Qu'ran, and about its double meaning. He shows how the
poet and especially Mahmoud Darwish try to fill this hazardous gap
between the divine word and the simple speech of human condition.

“THE SACRED THROUGH THE PAST AND HISTORY" | BETHLEHEM

Anthropology shows that the past, as it fades away, is perceived ac-
cording to different segments of generations. The collective memory of
the group holds on to their ancestor whose reign was extraordinarily
prosperous (exceptional harvest for instance). This character sits in the
subconscious of the group as a savior and ends up becoming a god in
the case of paganism. For monotheism, heaven and earth have been
completely separated and the prophet, talking for the invisible God
replaces the feature of the deified ancestor.

“THE BELIEVER AND THE HUMAN BEING" | JERUSALEM

When the religions were created and especially monotheism, the belief
made the individual part of that group and any deviance was a serious
transgression; as a result the betrayer became an enemy to neutralize,
sometimes even to kill. Today the “Believer” has to slip away and gives
space to the person whose specific faith would not overcome any other
faith.



NABLUS

05/4

06/4

08/4

09/4

10/4

5:00pm
7:00pm

11:00am
3:00pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
11:00am
4:00pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
11:00am

5:00pm
7:00pm

THE PROGRAM

Most of the events are free

Multipurpose Community Ressource Center OPENING press conference + photo exhibition PALESTINIAN VILLAGES BEFORE
1948 + concert TRIO SHAGHAF

Khan el Wakala concert SHEIKH YAHIA with AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES Sufi songs from Africa to Palestine
10 NIS

UNRWA Girls School, New Askar Camp children show magician MOHAMED DAHY reserved for the pupils
Child Cultural Center (theater) film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE"

Child Cultural Center (theater) film “LATCHO DROM”

Khan el Wakala concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE 10NIS

Sheikh Qaseem Coffee Garden concert SHEIKH YAHIA with MUNTHER ALRAEE + concert TRIO SHAGHAF
Khan el Wakala concert AL SAMER ENSEMBLE 10NIS

UNRWA School, Old Askar Camp children show JOGI: music & dance of the Gipsies of Rajasthan reserved for the pupils
Social Development Center / New Askar Camp concert JAWLA a brass band & a choir from Belgium

Nablus Library Garden / Al Manshya children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer

Khan el Wakala concert JOGI: music & dance of the Gipsies of Rajasthan 10NIS

UNRWA School, Balata camp children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story reserved for
the pupils

Hamdi Manko Center lecture “ISLAM & ART: culture, religion, what comes first?” by Youssef Seddik

Khan el Wakala concert JAWLA a brass band & a choir from Belgium 10NIS

KAFR RUMMAN

07/4

10:00am

Dooz Artists Residency children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story

17
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SABASTYA

07/4  9:00>10:30am Square sharing a moment: breakfast
10:30am Al-Kayed Palace (yard) film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE”
12:00pm Al-Kayed Palace (yard) concert THE SUFI TANURAH DANCER
1:30>3:00pm Square sharing a moment: lunch 25/35NIS

2:00pm
2:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

Square outdoor performance MIZMAR BALADI

Square children workshop MAKING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS by Shehada Shalalda

Square concert AL KAMANDJATI PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE

Stables children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story

Courtyard of the Mosque concert SHEIKH YAHIA with AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES, Sufi songs from Africa to Palestine
Outside yard of the Mosque concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE

08/4  9:00>10:30am Square sharing a moment: breakfast
10:30am Al-Kayed Palace film “LATCHO DROM”
12:30pm Al-Kayed Palace storytelling TAHER BAKEER hakawati
1:30>3:00pm Square sharing a moment: lunch 25/35NIS

Square outdoor performance MIZMAR BALADI
Al-Kayed Palace (yard) children show magician MOHAMED DAHY

Refugee Camp, Freedom Theatre film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE”

Refugee Camp, Freedom Theatre children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
Freedom Theatre film “LATCHO DROM”

Fatima Khatoun School concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE 1ONIS

11/4  11:00am Arab American University lecture “ISLAM & ART: the Sacred in Paganism and Monotheism” by Youssef Seddik

2:00pm
3:00pm
JENIN
10/4  3:00pm
4:00pm
4:00pm
6:30pm
BURKIN
11/4  4:00pm

5:00pm

Khokha Center children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story
Khokha Center concert JAWLA a brass band & a choir from Belgium



ARRABAH

11/4  4:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
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Cultural Center — Abdel Kader Palace film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE”

Hussein Abdel Hadi Palace children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
Seven Doors Palace concert KAMILA NABIYEVA, the flourishing Mugham of Azerbaijan + concert JOGI: music & dance of the
Gipsies

AL ARRUB CAMP
13/4 12:00pm UNRWA Girls School children show JAWLA a brass band & a choir from Belgium reserved for the pupils

AL KHALIL “"HEBRON"

13/4 10:00am
10:30am

11:00am

Abd Alnabi Olive Press — Shajaret Aldur launching activities
Old city walking concert MIZMAR BALADI
Friendship Garden concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE

12:30>3:00pm Old city sharing a moment: lunch & handicrafts market 25/35NIS

1:30pm
3:00pm
5:00pm

6:30pm

15/4  11:00am

Friendship Garden children workshop MAKING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS by Shehada Shalalda

Abraham Mosque concert SHEIKH YAHIA with AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES, Sufi sings from Africa to Palestine
Issad el Toufoula OPENING press conference + photo exhibition PALESTINIAN VILLAGES BEFORE 1948 + concert AMWA)
CHILDREN CHOIR

Issad el Toufoula concert SHEIKH YAHIA with DIWAN ENSEMBLE, Sufi sings from Africa to Palestine + concert
KAMILA NABIYEVA, the flourishing Mugham of Azerbaijan

Issad el Toufoula film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE”

12:00pm Issad el Toufoula children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
12:00>2:00pm Friendship Garden + Old city walking concert THE CIRCONVOLUTED BRASS BAND + sharing a moment: lunch &

2:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm

16/4  2:00pm

5:00pm

handicrafts market

Friendship Garden concert JAWLA a brass band & a choir from Belgium

Red Crescent storytelling TAHER BAKEER hakawati

Friendship Garden concert AL SAMER ENSEMBLE bedouin folk music

Association d’Echanges Culturels Hébron-France (in front of Hebron University, on University street) film “LATCHO DROM" +
discussion with ALAIN WEBER, artistic director

Yes Theatre children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story
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YATTA
15/4  6:00pm Al Karmel Pool original performance SANGEET YATRA: GIPSY DANCE & MUSIC from India to Egypt

AL DAHRIYA
14/4  9:00>10:30am Al Haraja Square sharing a moment: breakfast
10:30am Khokha Cafe film “THE CHILDREN OF THE NILE”
12:00pm Mosque Square concert THE SUFI TANURAH DANCER
1:30>3:00pm Hosh Sabbar Cave sharing a moment: lunch 25/35NIS
2:30pm  Mosque Square children workshop MAKING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS by Shehada Shalalda
3:00>5:00pm Old city walking concert MUSIC & ARCHITECTURE with the Musicians of the Nile, Jawla, the magician Mohamed Dahy
5:00pm Hosh Sabbar cave concert RISHAB PRASANNA the mystical sound of bansuri flute
6:00pm Kokha Square concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE

RASHAYDA (camp)

14/4  10:00pm Village camp concert FIRE, MUSIC & STARS with the Bedouins of Rashayda, Diwan, the Musicians of the Nile ...

15/4  6:00am Dead Sea View Point sunrise concert SUFI POETRY & SOUNDS OF THE NATURE with Munther Alraee, Sheikh Yahia,
Rishab Prasanna + sharing a moment: breakfast

DURA AL KHALIL “HEBRON"

16/4  3:00pm Korea Palestine Center (outdoor) children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story
4:00pm Korea Palestine Center (outdoor) children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
6:30pm Korea Palestine Center concert INCREDIBLE INDIA with the flutist Rishab Prasanna & the Gipsy dancers of Rajasthan

BANI NAIM

16/4 5:00pm Secondary Girls School concert SHEIKH YAHIA with AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES, Sufi songs from Africa
to Palestine



BETHLEHEM
19/4  5:00pm
20/4  5:00pm
6:30pm
RAMALLAH
18/4 11:00am
3:00pm
4:00pm
6:00pm
7:30pm
GAZA
20/4  4:.00pm
6:00pm
21/4 6:00pm
JERICHO
21/4 10:30am
2:00pm
2:00pm
2:00pm
4:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

21

Doha Cultural Center lecture “ISLAM & ART: the Sacred through the Past and History” by Youssef Seddik

Dar Annadwa children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
Dar Annadwa concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE 10NIS

Birzeit University lecture “ISLAM & ART: the Art and the Sacred” by Youssef Seddik

Al Ammari Camp, Child Club Square children show magician MOHAMED DAHY & tanurah dancer
Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center film “LATCHO DROM”

Mahmoud Darwish Museum lecture “ISLAM & ART: the Poem and the Sacred” by Youssef Seddik

Red Crescent Theater original performance BADAWI: A TRIBUTE TO THE BEDOUIN POETRY & MUSIC with Ramadan Hassan
Shaer & Rays Mobarak from Luxor, Al Samer Ensemble ... 25/15NIS

French Institute of Jerusalem — Antenne de Gaza film “JUST PLAY” + discussion with RAMZI ABUREDWAN, president of
Al Kamandijati
Gaza City — Red Crescent concert GAZA SUFI ENSEMBLE from Sufi to Bedouin folk music

Khan Younis — Red Crescent concert GAZA SUFI ENSEMBLE from Sufi to Bedouin folk music

Nabi Musa concert AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES sufi songs from Palestine

Ein Sultan Spring handicrafts market

Ein Sultan Spring outdoor performance MIZMAR BALADI

Ein Sultan Spring children workshop MAKING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS by Shehada Shalalda

Ein Sultan Spring concert AMWAJ CHILDREN CHOIR

Ein Sultan Spring concert VATTERN COLLEGE CHOIR Northern Voices

Hisham Palace concert A NIGHT AT THE ROYAL COURT OF HISHAM'S with musicians & dancers — Ballaké Sissoko, Rishab
Prasanna, Kamila Nabiyeva, the Gipsy dancers from Rajasthan 25/15NIS
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QALANDIA

22/4

5:00pm Child Center concert VATTERN COLLEGE CHOIR Northern Voices

JERUSALEM

19/4

20/4

21/4
22/4

23/4

10:00am Augusta Victoria Hospital Garden concert JOGI: music & dance of the Gipsies of Rajasthan

5:00pm Issaf Nashahibi OPENING press conference + photo exhibition PALESTINIAN VILLAGES BEFORE 1948

5:00pm Institut Francais de Jerusalem — Antenne Chateaubriand film “LATCHO DROM" + discussion with ALAIN WEBER, artistic director

6:30pm Issaf Nashahibi concert ZAINAB AFAILAL & MOHAMED AMIN EL AKRAMI, the Andalucian tradition from Maghreb to Palestine

7:30pm The Palestinian National Theatre — El Hakawati original performance SANGEET YATRA: GIPSY DANCE & MUSIC from India to
Egypt 20/30NIS

11:00am Dar T\ Tifel el Arabi School children show AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story reserved for the
pupils

5:00pm Issaf Nashahibi lecture “ISLAM & ART: the Believer and the Human being” by Youssef Seddik

6:30pm  Saint Anne’s church concert BALLAKE SISSOKO the kora harp of the Mandinka Kingdom

8:00pm Dar al Tifel el Arabi (yard) concert SACRED WOMEN VOICES with Zainab Afailal & Kamila Nabiyeva 20/30NIS

2:00pm Damascus Gate concert THE MUSICIANS OF THE NILE

11:00am Silwan Primary school concert JOGI: music & dance of the Gipsies of Rajasthan reserved for the pupils

2:00pm Al Agsa Mosque prayer time / Isra’ Meraj THE WHIRLING DANCERS OF ISTANBUL

4:00pm  African Community Center concert BALLAKE SISSOKO the kora harp of the Mandinka Kingdom + workshop JOGI: Kalbelya dance
6:00pm Maison d'Abraham (under the tree) concert RISHAB PRASANNA the mystical sound of bansuri flute

8:00pm Dar al Tifel el Arabi (yard) concert THE WHIRLING DANCERS OF ISTANBUL 20/30NIS

11:00am Bourj al Lagla School concert AL KAMANDJATI ENSEMBLE: “The Great Musician”, a musical story reserved for the pupils
2:00pm Al Agsa Mosque prayer time / Isra” Meraj AHBAB AL MUSTAFA & DIWAN ENSEMBLES sufi songs from Palestine

4:00pm Redeemer Church concert VATTERN COLLEGE CHOIR Northern Voices 20/30 NIS

6:00pm Indian Hospice CLOSING PARTY A MUSICAL CELEBRATION with the artists of the Festival on guest list



DISCOVER THE PALESTINIAN HERITAGE

Al Kamandjati strives to make a positive impact on the country by high-
lighting its cultural heritage, especially in the Palestinian rural areas.
To reach its goal, the non-profit organisation collaborates with local
operators.

An artisan of journeys and an actor of cultural and solidarity tourism
in Palestine, Diwan Voyage conceives circuits and tailor-made tours for
an authentic discovery of Palestine. The iconic sites as well as those off
the beaten track reveal cultural, natural and heritage treasures that are
enriched by inspiring meetings. In a genuine immersion at the heart of
Palestinian society, the testimonies of men and women bring import-
ant keys of understanding of the contemporary realities, and favour
intense and warm human exchanges.

Following the itinerary traced by Al Kamandjati Festival, Diwan Voyage
proposes the following visits which are organised in partnership with
local organisations: Canaan Fair Trade, Center for Jerusalem Studies,
Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center of Nablus, Masar lbrahim, Mosaic
Center Jericho, Palterhal, Visit Palestine and with local guides and
specialists.

For all tours, make your booking a minimum of 48 hours in advance.
Guaranteed departure: 8 guests

Language: English-speaking guides will lead the tours. Upon request,
tours in other languages (Arabic, French, etc.) can be organised.
Further details: meeting point, guide — will be communicated through
the Festival's website and by email upon registration.

Groups and individuals can request alternative day tours in East
Jerusalem, Bethelhem, Jericho, Ramallah ... or hikes.
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TOUR FEES

* 2-hour visit: 35 NIS
** 3-hour visit: 100 NIS (includes the guided tour)

Full-day tour “Jerusalem in the course of history”: 140 NIS
(includes the guided tour)

Full-day tour hikes: 200 NIS
(includes the guided tour & transportation)

Musical night in the desert of Rashayda: 200 NIS
(includes the night in HB & round trip transportation)

CONTACT

Diwan Voyage e
info@diwanvoyage.net | www.diwanvoyage.net ool
Tel. + 970 (0)2 298 55 87 | Mob. + 970 (0) 568 67 13 02 Voyage

Mob. + 970 (0) 568 88 83 03

Visit Palestine visitPafestine.ps = M

info@uvisitpalestine.ps | www.visitpalestine.ps n
Tel. +970 (0)2 277 1992 al
Palterhal %‘u
nisreen@palterhal.ps | €3 www.facebook.com/palterhal iy

Mob. +970 (0) 59 8198 584
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NABLUS | Secret Nablus
W‘:"' Referred to as the « little Damascus » by the Pal-
- = estinian traveller al Mugaddasi in the 10th cen-
tury, the city retains this identity specific to the
. Bilad al Sham: a unique architecture and a win-
some atmosphere. This tour will take us through
the narrowest alleys of the city to discover its
hidden palaces, traditional workshops, local traditions and stories.

06/4

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Diwan Voyage

SABASTYA | A brief history of Sabastya

The historical and archaeological heritage of Sabastya,
the antique Samaria-Sebaste, appears from all sides and
invites us to take a different look at history, between
myths and realities.

07/4  from 10:00am to 12:00pm
from 1:00pm to 3:00pm
08/4  from 10:00am to 12:00pm

from 1:00pm to 3:00pm

Duration: 2 hours & Hiking options*
with Diwan Voyage

HIKE FROM JABA' TO SABASTYA

Start the hike from the village of Jaba’ towards Sabastya and meet a
potter before hiking on the mountain of Bayzeed (734m) from where
the view extends to the Mediterranean Sea. In Sabastya, the antique
Samaria-Sebaste, take a different look at history, between myths and
realities.

12/4  from 9:00am to 5:00pm Duration: full day
(with transportation) | 11.4 km | Approximately 4 hours | Moderate

with Diwan Voyage

JENIN | Canaan Fair Trade’s, Burgin

During this tour, you will discover both traditional and modern work
of Canaan Fair Trade, an organisation based in Burgin, and learn about
the whole process of producing olive oil and other Palestinian delicacies
that are now being sold in more than 18 countries.

11/4 from 10:00am to 12:00pm
from 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Duration: 2 hours*
with Diwan Voyage

RASHAYDA | A Musical Night in the Desert

An exceptional event in a fascinating environment. Musical improvisa-
tions in the evening and a contemplation concert at sunrise, honouring
the poetry of the desert and the pastoral life with Palestinian and in-
ternational artists.

14/4>15/4 from 8:00pm to 9:00am
Duration: all night. Overnight in a Bedouin tent.

with Diwan Voyage

RASHAYDA | Sunrise Concert in the Desert

Contemplation concert at sunrise with Palestinian and International
artists in the natural setting of the desert overlooking the Dead Sea.
Followed after the concert and breakfast by an amazing hike through
picturesque landscapes.

15/4 from 4:00am to 1:00pm Duration: full day
with Visit Palestine

AL DAHRIYA | An archeological insight

Bordering the Negev desert (Al Nagab), the town has been once part
of the Edomite Kingdom, which fostered intensive alliances with the
Nabateans and produced great kings such as Herod the Great. Arche-
ological remains and the reuse of antiquity stones in the historic struc-
tures show evidences of continuous habitation since ancient times.

14/4  from 10:00am to 12:00pm Duration: 2 hours*
with Diwan Voyage



AL KHALIL “HEBRON" | Al Khalil “the Beloved one”

The Arabic name of Hebron, al Khalil al Rahman,
refers to the prophetic figure of Abraham (Nabi
% Ibrahim), “the Beloved one”. It glorifies the expres-
*¥ sion of a lively hospitality anchored in the deepest
" traditions.

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Diwan Voyage

RAMALLAH | Hike from Duma to Ein Samia

Departure from Ramallah to the village of Duma.
Start the hike from the picturesque village of
& Duma alongside a rocky valley that overhangs
= the Jordan Valley. Passing through the village of
al Mughayir, the path will lead us to the water
spring of Ein Samia.

15/4

17/4  from 9:00am to 5:00pm Duration: full day
(with transportation) | 10.6 km | Approximately 4 hours | Moderate

with Diwan Voyage

FROM QALANDIA | Between the walls

This alternative tour will take us through the isolated villages of Qa-
landia, Bir Nabala and Beddo, once lively stopovers on the road from
Jerusalem to Jaffa, today cut off from Jerusalem by the Wall and ac-
cessible from Ramallah only through one road and a series of tunnels.
A few stops and encounters along the road will enable us to have a
better understanding of the current socio-political situation in these
enclaves.

18/4

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Diwan Voyage

BETHLEHEM | A collection of Palestinian Art

An amazing discovery of Palestinian modern and con-
temporary art in a new amazing place, The Walled Off
Hotel where you could find yourself inside a work of
art. So far Banksy, Sami Musa and Dominique Petrin de-
signed the place which also contains an Art Gallery ded-
icated to the Palestinian artists and a unique Museum.

20/4  from 2:00pm to 4:00pm Duration: 2 hours*

with Diwan Voyage

BETHLEHEM | The Star of Bethlehem

Tucked away from the main street, discover the
7 charm of the Old City of Bethlehem and its Quar-
2% ters. Follow the Star Street, which was declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site as a pilgrimage route
in 2012 with the Church of the Nativity, and learn

about traditional architecture.

20/4

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Visit Palestine

BETHLEHEM | Hike & Adventure in Battir

Discover the Cultural Landscape of the village of Battir, a UNESCO
World Heritage in Danger. Hike through the fascinating terraces of Bat-
tir and live a memorable rappelling experience on the rocks and in the
middle of the beautiful green scenery. Explore its historical sites such as
the Roman Pools, the water system, and the Railway.

20/4  from 9:00am to 5:00pm Duration: full day

(with transportation) | 20 NIS supplement for rappelling equipment
with Palterhal
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JERUSALEM AL QUDS |

Jerusalem in the course of history

The architectural and cultural heritage of the Old City, in both its re-
ligious and secular monuments, parades on a route that reveals the
ancient and contemporary history.

19/4  from 9:00am to 5:00pm Duration: full day

with Diwan Voyage

JERICHO | The Mosaic Center of Jericho

Mosaic art holds a significant place in Pales-
. tinian cultural history. Recently installed in a
self-restored house of mud bricks in Jericho,
the Mosaic Center opens its doors to give us a
demonstration of its work, materials and tech-
niques.

21/4

from 2:00pm to 4:00pm Duration: 2 hours*
with Diwan Voyage

JERICHO | The City of the Moon

Following the course of the Al Kamandjati Festival, the program will

start at Nabi Musa by a Sufi concert. Then a hike will take you through

Wadi Qelt to Jericho. Finishing the day by a concert.

21/4  from 9:00am to 5:00pm Duration: full day (with transportation)
with Diwan Voyage + Visit Palestine

JERUSALEM AL QUDS |

Sufism, Mysticism & the Sublime

The itinerary will lead us to the many sanctuaries, medieval theolog-
ical colleges, Sufi hostels, and residential quarters of the Old City of
Jerusalem. These iconic sites symbolize fundamental aspects of Muslim
spirituality: a culture, a history, and an outlook that embody esoteric
spiritual mystical trends in Islam.

22/4

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Diwan Voyage

JERUSALEM AL QUDS | Jerusalem Mosaic Tour

A discovery of the social identity of Jerusalem and its diverse communi-
ties. A path that takes you to a privileged encounter with the Palestin-
ian population of Jerusalem.

23/4

from 10:00am to 1:00pm Duration: 3 hours**
with Visit Palestine

EAST JERUSALEM | An Eloquent Geopolitical Overview

Panoramic view of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives offering an edify-
ing geopolitical perspective. Passing by a number of neighborhoods (Ras
al Amoud, Silwan, Essawiya, Shu'fat Refugee Camp), we will reach the
landlocked village of Nabi Samuel, the highest point in Jerusalem area.

Tour on request  Duration: half day (with transportation)
with Diwan Voyage



THE FESTIVAL TEAM

Ramzi Aburedwan — Al Kamandjati's Presidency
Alain Weber - Artistic Direction

lyad Staiti — General Direction

Céline Dagher - Fundraising and resource development officer
Aurélie Chauleur — General coordination

Karmel Soboh - North coordination

lkhlas Hmouz — Camps program coordination
Khalil Ghnaim — Ramallah program coordination
Mohammad Lomani — Gaza coordination

Julie Vautard & Estelle Daloz - Partnerships
Madleine Shaaban - Public relations and media
Edith Nicol — Communications

Evette Hilaneh — Administration

Hussam Abu Lail — Accountancy

Alix Van Zeebroeck - Blog design

Majdi Hadid & Le RaF - Graphic design

Frédéric Mariage — Technical Direction

Christophe Olivier & Gaél Boucault - Light Experts
Thyl Mariage & Quentin Voisey — Sound experts
Gauthier Bourgois — Artists Hosting & Stage management
Camille Mariage — Stage management

Yacine Laghrour — Local coordination

Fares Jaradat & Saed Abu Habel - Driving

THE FESTIVAL PRESENTERS

NIDAL RAFA

Born in Haifa, Nidal Rafa is a Middle East Journalist and a TV producer
in Jerusalem. She has been covering stories in Palestine on behalf of
international media for the last ten years such as CNN, France24, ARD,
RTL, Wall Street Journal and BBC, from the outbreak of the second
intifada through to the recent war on Gaza. She joined CNN in 2005.
She has a postgraduate degree in international relations, and has also
studied at Haifa University. Nidal is an active participant in Palestinian
political life; when she’s not out chasing stories, she somehow finds
time for other projects, from conducting the research for Sandy Tolan’s
book The Lemon Tree, to acting as a board member for several import-
ant organizations such as Adalah, Al Siwar in Haifa, The Arab Journalist
Club and Ellam, the media organization in Nazareth. Nidal is a trainer in
communication and media fields. She is the director of the documen-
tary “Abbas 36".

HUDA AL IMAM

Huda al Imam is a Franco-Palestinian woman from Jerusalem, who
studied in there, as well as in Paris and London (High Studies of
Economics and Management at the London School of Economics and
Political Science). Huda continuously focuses on heritage in her inde-
pendent work, in order to preserve the Palestinian threatened identity
in Jerusalem. In 1998, she founds the Centre for Jerusalem Studies,
in Al Quds University. She is also co-founder of a number of other
Palestinian institutions, such as Al Ma’mal Foundation for Contempo-
rary Art, the “Jerusalem Link”, “Hashd” - the democratic campaign for
peace and the Danish House in Palestine (DHIP). She is also member
of Jerusalem Quarterly’ Palestinian Studies and the Jerusalem Tourism
Cluster. In spite of the socio-political challenges that the city has to rise,
Huda persists on creating and developing sustainable cultural programs
and strategies, artistic exhibitions, musical performances, Sufi nights in
Ramadan time, alternative guided tours, cinema festivals... in collabo-
ration with several Palestinians and international partners.
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BOOKING & INFO

TICKETS ARE SOLD AT THE DOOR OF EACH EVENT LOCATION
OR AS FOLLOWS:

NABLUS Project Hope

JENIN Al Kamandjati Association

RAMALLAH Zeit ou Zaater + Al Kamandjati Association
JERUSALEM Jerusalem Hotel + Educational Bookshop

RASHAYDA PACKAGE

Hosting at Rashayda camp / 3 tents for a maximum capacity of 80 people
Bed & Breakfast: 160 NIS

Diner, Bed & Breakfast: 200 NIS

Contact Diwan Voyage: info@diwanvoyage.net | www.diwanvoyage.net
Tel. + 970 (0)2 298 55 87 | Mob. + 970 (0)568 67 13 02 |

Mob. + 970 (0)568 88 83 03

CONTACT US:

PR@alkamandjati.org, 0595 99 4441
Events@alkamandjati.org, 02 297 3101
€7 www.facebook.com/alkamandijati

Visit our online program updated daily
www.alkamandjati.org/festivalblog

© Maxime Labrosse
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